; Irrigation 


By Rodger L. Hardy 

SPANISH FORK — Dave and 
Alyn Olson are lucky to be able 
” "to tap some water from Straw- 
berry Lake for the acre they 
„own near Canyon Road: 


.- Keeping their garden green - 


won't hit them in the pocket- 
book like the new pressurized 
irrigation will hit most folks in 
Spanish Fork. 
Alyn Olson feels for the folks 
«in town who for years have ` 
watered their yards with flood 
or surface irrigation. The pio- 
oneer style of watering that dates 
“back a century and a half is on 
the way out as pressurized i irri- 
„gation comes in. 
“I feel bad for (those) peo- 
ple,” she said this week. 
Among them was a man who 
has watered his acre yard with 
flood irrigation for years. 
“The average (annual) cost. - 
. two years ago was $30,” said the 


‘to start the “gray wa 


1 plan could soak wallets 


oie eee wouldn't give his 
name. “Last year it went up to 


But when he stopped by the 
rate booth ata recent informa- 
tion meeting, he learned it will 
cost him about $900 annually to 
keep his back yard green under 
the proposed billing system. He 
said the city doesn’t need the 
new system. 

But Mayor Dale Barney said 


the new watering method is 
‘needed. 


“There’s no question they 
had a right good deal on their 
irrigation,” he said. 

Most of the town uses culi- . - 
nary water to soak lawns and . 
gardens. That prompted the city 

29 system 
to save fresh water for indoor 
use. . 

A general revenue bond will 
pay to build the new 


- multimillion-dollar system. - 


The City Council recently was 
told new costs would bring it to 


$182 million, but the council 


. has agreed to spend up to $21 


million. 

City Manager Dave Oyler 
anticipates an interest rate 
lower than the present 6.5 per- 
cent as one way to reduce the 
costs. The city hasn't yet com- 
pleted its bidding package, so 


the project isn’t yet out to bid. 


Once the bids are in and a con- 
tractor selected, the council can 
set the water rates that will pay 
for construction of the outdoor 
irrigation system. 

Early estimates show that 
residents’ monthly water bills 
could double. Residents now 
pay an average of $22.70 per 
month on an annual basis for 
culinary water used inside and 
outside their homes, paying 


* more in the summer and less in 


the winter. 

When the pressurized irriga-' 
tion system is completed, offi- 
cials earlier said they expected 
to add an estimated $23 more 


per month for the first eight to 
10 years. But Wednesday the 
average estimated pressurized 
irrigation water bill had 


` climbed to $28.79 per month. 


Added to their culinary water 
bill, residents can expect to pay 
more than twice as much each 
month for water than theyre . 
used to paying, Kent Griffith of 
Gilson Engineering told the 
Deseret News. i 

Not only would water users 
repay the revenue bond, they 
will also also offset reduced 
revenue from culinary water 
sales, officials say. 

The “dirty water” system was 
started two years ago. Only ` 
about 1,000 ofthe city’s 6,500 
homes are on it, officials say. 

So far only large water users, 
such as city parks, schools, the 
cemetery and some older neigh- 
borhoods, have pressurized irri- 
gation available. 
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104 part-time lawmakers raises 
next year. 

But the signal it would send 
for legislators to accept an auto- 
matic raise this year, when $202 
million in budget cuts must be 
found and some departments 
are laying off executive work- 
ers, is just wrong, Clark said. 

Democrats actually beat 
Republicans to the no-pay-raise 
punch. Rep. Brad King, D-Price, 
announced more than a month 
ago he’d introduce legislation 
turning down the raise, saying it 
was just bad policy with a reve- 
nue shortfall this year. 
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1i- light, as part of Utah’s mosaic. 
But GLSEN/Utah says there’s 
work to do. 
f A junior high school teacher 
» recalled discovering her own 
child was gay, then suffering a 
h blow when the girl was excom- 
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